
Terms & CondiƟons 
 

Hack the Climate 2026 (Dublin) 
 
 
ARTICLE 1 – ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPETITION 
 
ESB, Hitachi, MicrosoŌ, SSE and WindEurope (hereaŌer referred to, collecƟvely, as “Organiser”) are 
organising a hackathon called “Hack the Climate” (hereaŌer referred to as “CompeƟƟon”), from 28 
September to 30 September 2026. 
 
ARTICLE 2 – OBJECTIVE OF THE COMPETITION 
 
The aim of the CompeƟƟon is to develop, in teams and in 48 hours, an innovaƟve soluƟon (use case) 
using datasets provided by the Organiser. 
 
ARTICLE 3 – PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
 
The CompeƟƟon is free of charge to enter and parƟcipate in. RegistraƟon for the CompeƟƟon is open 
to every individual i) who is of the age required by law in their country of residence to enter this 
CompeƟƟon, (ii) who holds a bank account in their country of tax residence, iii) who has IT skills, 
technical skills, design skills, markeƟng skills or any other relevant skills to the CompeƟƟon and iv) who 
has their own computer hardware in working order during all the duraƟon of the CompeƟƟon 
(hereaŌer referred to as “Applicant”). 
 
Employees, directors and consultants ESB, Hitachi, MicrosoŌ, SSE and WindEurope and/or their 
affiliates, and members of their families, as well as any third party who has directly or indirectly 
contributed to the concepƟon, organizaƟon or realizaƟon of the CompeƟƟon may parƟcipate in the 
CompeƟƟon but shall not be eligible to receive any prize. 
 
The registraƟon for the CompeƟƟon is open from 26 June 2026 unƟl 28 August 2026. On 28 August 
2026, registraƟon will close at 6PM CET. Unless the Organiser officially extends the registraƟons 
deadline in wriƟng on the website, all registraƟon applicaƟons received aŌer this closing date will be 
automaƟcally disqualified. Organiser will review and approve or reject, at Organiser's sole discreƟon, 
the Applicants who will be allowed to enter the CompeƟƟon (Approved Applicant hereaŌer referred 
to as “ParƟcipant”). 
 
Each team must be made up of minimum 3 up to 5 ParƟcipants maximum with 1 registraƟon per team 
(hereaŌer referred to as a “Team”). A ParƟcipant can only be part of 1 Team in the CompeƟƟon. 
 
 The compeƟƟon shall be limited to a maximum of 20 teams and a maximum of 100 parƟcipants. The 
Organiser may lower these requirements at their sole discreƟon. 
 
Phase 1: RegistraƟon process 
 Date:  26 June 2026 unƟl 28 August 2026 6PM CET 
 Object: Every person wishing to parƟcipate can register online on the dedicated website for the 

CompeƟƟon, accessible at the following address: hƩps://hacktheclimate.io/registraƟon.  
 



The following details need to be provided for all Applicants of each team: last name, first name, 
organisaƟon and email address for the purpose of the CompeƟƟon, as suggested on the website. 
This informaƟon is required for compleƟon of their applicaƟon. All personal data will be protected 
as foreseen by the GDPR and as per ArƟcle 11 of these Terms and CondiƟons. 
 
By registering to the CompeƟƟon each Applicant guarantees that the informaƟon entered during 
his/her registraƟon is complete and accurate. Any false, incorrect, or incomplete informaƟon will 
automaƟcally result in the registraƟon being rejected.  
 
ParƟcipants are responsible for ensuring that they have all necessary documents and 
 permissions required to travel to and enter Ireland, including a valid passport, visa (if 
applicable), travel insurance, and any other required travel documentaƟon. Please note that the 
Organiser is unable to provide visa or immigraƟon advice or assist with visa applicaƟons. 
 
The Organiser reserves the right to (i) require an Applicant to provide proof that he/she is eligible 
to parƟcipate in the CompeƟƟon, and (ii) reject a registraƟon at any Ɵme (including during the 
CompeƟƟon) if the profile of the Applicant does not comply with the CompeƟƟon standards. 
 
The Organiser accepts no responsibility for any registraƟons that are lost or delayed in transit, 
irrespecƟve of cause. 

 
Phase 2: ParƟcipant confirmaƟon 
 Date:  26 June 2026 unƟl 28 August 2026 6PM CET 
 Object: The Organiser will review and assess each applicaƟon on a rolling basis by registraƟon 

chronological order. The Organiser will approve or reject the applicaƟon at Organiser’s sole 
discreƟon. An applicaƟon will only be considered approved upon email confirmaƟon from 
WindEurope on behalf of Organiser and once individual email approval of each ParƟcipant within 
the team of their parƟcipaƟon and that they acknowledge the Terms and CondiƟons has been 
received, read and accepted. 

 
Phase 3: Hackathon 
 Date:  From 28 September 2026 9AM GMT to 29 September 6PM GMT 
 Place:  MicrosoŌ Headquarters, Dublin 
 Object: Each Team will have the same mission: using real energy datasets and Microsoft AI, 

build a solution that predicts, reduces, or eliminates curtailment — keeping every green 
electron on the grid. Prove it in Ireland. Scale it to Europe. 

 
 
Phase 4: EvaluaƟon and presentaƟon of the demos 
 Date:  On 30 September from 9AM to 12PM GMT 
 Place: MicrosoŌ Headquarters, Dublin 
 Object: From 9AM GMT, each Team will present their final demos to the jury. 

 
 
Phase 5: Jury’s selecƟon and CompeƟƟon results 
 Date: On 30 September from 2PM to 7PM 
 Place: MicrosoŌ Headquarters, Dublin  
 Object: Jury’s deliberaƟon and award ceremony. 

 
During Phases 3 to 5 of the CompeƟƟon, lunch will be available to ParƟcipants at MicrosoŌ 
Headquarters.  



 
ARTICLE 4 – DETERMINATION OF WINNERS 
 
The winning Team of each challenge will be determined by a jury from the Organiser.  
 
The winners will be selected among the ParƟcipants who actually: 

 SaƟsfy the condiƟons for parƟcipaƟon as set forth in these terms and condiƟons. 
 ParƟcipated in the Hackathon. 
 Were present during the submission of their prototype, or – if need be – were excused by the 

other members of their Team. 
 
Jury decisions are final and cannot be challenged. 
 
ARTICLE 5 – PRIZES AWARDED 
 
The CompeƟƟon is endowed with €15.000 in prizes: 

- A prize of €10.000 for the winning team. The amount will be divided equally between each 
member of the winning Team e.g. for a team of 5 parƟcipants, each parƟcipant will receive 
€2.000. 

- A prize of €5.000 for the runner up. The amount will be divided equally between each member 
of the runner up Team e.g. for a team of 5 parƟcipants, each parƟcipant will receive €1.000. 

 
The Organiser will make all reasonable efforts to contact each ParƟcipant who is a member of a 
winning team. If any such ParƟcipant cannot be contacted or is not available or has not claimed their 
prize within [45] days of the date of announcement of the CompeƟƟon results, the Organiser reserves 
the right to offer such ParƟcipant’s share of the relevant prize to the other members of his/her Team. 
The Organiser accepts no responsibility if a ParƟcipant is not able to take up his/her prize. 
 
ARTICLE 6 – COMPENSATION 
 
The ParƟcipant waives all its claims regarding compensaƟon against the Organiser due to its 
parƟcipaƟon in the CompeƟƟon (in parƟcular with regards to cost incurred for parƟcipaƟon such as 
the transport, accommodaƟon, etc.) with the excepƟon of meals which will be supplied by the 
Organiser during all the duraƟon of the CompeƟƟon in accordance with ArƟcle 3 above. 
 
ARTICLE 7 – MODIFICATION OF THE COMPETITION 
 
The Organiser reserves the right to shorten, extend, modify, cancel, or terminate the CompeƟƟon, or 
any part of the CompeƟƟon as a result of (i) a force majeure event, (ii) in order to reflect any change 
in applicable laws or regulatory requirements, or (iii) to implement minor technical, pracƟcal or 
scheduling adjustments and improvements, in each case without incurring liability as a result thereof. 
 
In such case, the Organiser will provide noƟce thereof to the ParƟcipants by any means (including e-
mail and/or publicaƟon on the Website (by its choice), and, if the need arises, will communicate to the 
ParƟcipants the new rules applicable and/or the new end date of the CompeƟƟon, as the case may 
be. Each ParƟcipant may noƟfy by e-mail to the Organiser that s/he refuse the new condiƟons of the 
Rules, in which case s/he will be automaƟcally excluded from parƟcipaƟng in the CompeƟƟon, which 
s/he expressly accepts. If no refusal is noƟfied by a ParƟcipant to the Organiser within 72 hours, the 
new condiƟons of the Rules will be deemed accepted by such ParƟcipant. Save as amended by the 
foregoing, these terms and condiƟons shall conƟnue to apply in relaƟon to the modified CompeƟƟon. 



In case of a modificaƟon to the rules, cancellaƟon, modificaƟon and/or interrupƟon of the 
CompeƟƟon, a reducƟon or an extension of its length, the Organiser waives all liability and ParƟcipants 
will not be enƟtled to any compensaƟon. 
 
ARTICLE 8 – FRAUD AND BREACH OF COMPETITION RULES 
 
The Organiser may disqualify ParƟcipants, or cancel all or part of a Team’s parƟcipaƟon in the 
CompeƟƟon if it appears that fraud has occurred in any form whatsoever, in parƟcular, computer fraud, 
during the CompeƟƟon, and/or there is a breach of these terms and condiƟons, or any other rules 
noƟfied to ParƟcipants in relaƟon to the CompeƟƟon from Ɵme to Ɵme. The Organiser reserves, in 
this case, the right not to award prizes to fraudsters or breaching ParƟcipants, to disqualify the 
concerned prototype project and/or to bring acƟons against the authors of these frauds. The Organiser 
shall not incur any responsibility towards the ParƟcipants because of the commiƩed frauds. 
 
Furthermore, the Organiser cannot be liable in case of damage, whether material or immaterial, 
caused during the CompeƟƟon and thereaŌer, to the ParƟcipants, to their compuƟng equipment and 
to the data and to the consequences which can ensue from it on their personal, professional, or 
commercial acƟvity. 
 
ARTICLE 9 – EXPLOITATION RIGHTS, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
ExploitaƟon rights and the property of prototypes developed during the CompeƟƟon are reserved to 
ParƟcipants. 
 
If a ParƟcipant wishes to assign their rights, they shall first offer to each of the parƟes, ESB, Hitachi, 
MicrosoŌ, SSE and WindEurope, the opƟon to acquire the rights in their prototypes for commercial 
use. The condiƟons of this assignment of rights shall be defined by way of a separate agreement 
between either of the parƟes, ESB, Hitachi, MicrosoŌ, SSE and WindEurope,and the ParƟcipant. 
 
 
During the CompeƟƟon, the ParƟcipants shall only use elements which are clear of any rights. Any 
third parƟes’ elements included in the prototype, including open-source soŌware, must be clearly 
idenƟfied with their version, the terms of the applicable license and any other details regarding their 
use. The ParƟcipant understands that this informaƟon is considered in the assessment for the 
allocaƟon of a prize. 
 
The prototypes shall not infringe any intellectual property rights or images rights of the Organiser or 
other third parƟes. Each ParƟcipant warrants to the Organiser that their creaƟon does not infringe in 
any way any third-party rights, and that s/he obtained, where necessary, the authorizaƟon of any third 
party. Each ParƟcipant undertakes to immediately noƟfy the Organiser in wriƟng giving full parƟculars 
in any claim that a prototype actually or potenƟally infringes a third party’s intellectual property rights 
comes to its aƩenƟon. 
 
By joining the CompeƟƟon, ParƟcipants expressly authorize the Organiser for free and without 
limitaƟon as to Ɵme or otherwise, to publish, communicate, exhibit, and disclose orally, graphically or 
in wriƟng through any media whatsoever, projects and prototypes presented during the CompeƟƟon. 
Each ParƟcipant agrees to be mediaƟzed (porƞolio, website, etc.) and authorizes the Organiser, for 
free, to present all the works realized on all the communicaƟon media used in support of this 
CompeƟƟon as well as to menƟon names, first names and images of the ParƟcipants. 
 



The ParƟcipant shall not acquire any full or parƟal right of any kind in the name and trademark “ESB, 
“Hitachi”, “MicrosoŌ”, “SSE”, and/or “WindEurope” nor in any names and/or associated brands in 
associaƟon with or as part of another word or name, or any rights on trademarks, names or logos of 
ESB, Hitachi, MicrosoŌ, SSE and WindEurope or any of their associated or related companies. 
 
Each ParƟcipant undertakes: 
(i) to keep all the data provided by or on behalf of the Organiser in connecƟon with the CompeƟƟon 
(“ConfidenƟal InformaƟon”) strictly confidenƟal; 
(ii) not to use, exploit or process the ConfidenƟal InformaƟon for any purpose other than for the sole 
purpose of the CompeƟƟon (the “Purpose”), without the prior wriƩen authorizaƟon of the data 
provider; 
(iii) not to disclose or make available to any third party the ConfidenƟal InformaƟon, save with the 
prior wriƩen approval of the Organiser (as the case may be); 
(iv) only make copies of the ConfidenƟal InformaƟon to the extent strictly necessary for the Purpose. 
To the extent that any such copies are made, these shall be marked as strictly confidenƟal, clearly 
idenƟfiable and kept separate from the ParƟcipant’s own confidenƟal informaƟon and protected 
against theŌ or unauthorised copying. 
 
At the end of the CompeƟƟon, ParƟcipants shall destroy, return, remove or delete all ConfidenƟal 
InformaƟon and not keep any copies of any ConfidenƟal InformaƟon whatsoever.  
 
At the wriƩen request of the Organiser the ParƟcipant shall (i) destroy or return all documents 
containing, reflecƟng or based on any ConfidenƟal InformaƟon to the data provider; and (ii) erase all 
ConfidenƟal InformaƟon from his or her computer and communicaƟons systems (including any storage 
services provided by third parƟes (to the extent technically and legally pracƟcable). 
The confidenƟality undertakings set out in this ArƟcle shall conƟnue to apply following the 
CompeƟƟon without limitaƟon. 
 
ARTICLE 10 – IMAGE RIGHTS 
 
The ParƟcipants may be filmed or photographed during the CompeƟƟon. By joining the CompeƟƟon, 
the ParƟcipants agree to the use and the distribuƟon of their image and recordings by the Organiser, 
including for promoƟonal materials to be issued aŌer the CompeƟƟon. The producƟon and 
distribuƟon of films and photographs of the CompeƟƟon in any form whatsoever will not lead to any 
compensaƟon of the ParƟcipants. 
 
ParƟcipants agree not to bring any claim, suit, demand, or proceedings of any kind in respect of 
defamaƟon or violaƟon of personal or property rights in respect of any such use and/or distribuƟon of 
photographs or films. 
 
ARTICLE 11 – PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA 
 
Each ParƟcipant is hereby noƟfied that certain answers in the registraƟon form are mandatory, and 
that the lack of answering to such mandatory fields will prevent them from parƟcipaƟng. 
 
The collecƟon and processing of personal data relaƟng to the ParƟcipant by the Organiser is primarily 
intended to ensure that the CompeƟƟon will be properly completed and in parƟcular to allow the 
Organiser to contact the winner and to award them the prizes in an efficient way and, if the cases arise, 
to publish the list of the winners. 



By entering the CompeƟƟon, each ParƟcipant agrees that any personal informaƟon provided by 
him/her as part of the registraƟon process and/or otherwise in relaƟon to the CompeƟƟon may be 
held and used only by the Organiser to administer the CompeƟƟon. 
 
Personal data which a ParƟcipant submits in relaƟon to the CompeƟƟon will be treated in accordance 
with applicable data protecƟon laws (GDPR). 
 
In accordance with the abovemenƟoned law, each ParƟcipant has the right to access, update and/or 
obtain deleƟon of their data by requesƟng directly to WindEurope at the following address: Avenue 
Belliard 40, B-1040 Brussels BELGIUM. 
 
ARTICLE 12 – LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
As specifically set out herein and to the maximum extent permiƩed by law, all condiƟons, warranƟes, 
and representaƟons expressed or implied by law are hereby excluded. 
 
Insofar as is permiƩed by law, the Organiser, its employees, directors of the CompeƟƟon will not in any 
circumstances be responsible or liable to compensate any ParƟcipant or accept any liability for any 
costs, expenses, losses or damage (of any nature whatsoever), personal injury or death occurring as a 
result of such ParƟcipant parƟcipaƟng in the CompeƟƟon except where it is caused by the fraud or 
gross negligence of the Organiser, its directors or employees. 
 
In the event that any provision of these terms and condiƟons are held to be illegal, invalid, void or 
otherwise unenforceable, it shall be severed from the remaining provisions which shall conƟnue in full 
force and effect. 
 
ARTICLE 13 – APPLICATION OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
By submiƫng a registraƟon and/or parƟcipaƟng in the CompeƟƟon, each Applicant and/or ParƟcipant 
accepts full acceptance without reservaƟon of these terms and condiƟons. ParƟcipaƟon in the 
CompeƟƟon is strictly personal, and the ParƟcipant cannot, under any circumstances, be replaced or 
transfer his/her registraƟon to any third party. 
 
Any dispute arising in connecƟon with the CompeƟƟon or any maƩer under these terms and 
condiƟons, and which could not be seƩled amicably, will be submiƩed to the exclusive jurisdicƟon of 
the Belgian courts. 
 
These terms and condiƟons are governed by Belgian law. 


